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sels left that port in obedience to the Queen's proc-
lamation of neutrality, and the ammunition was
transferred to the other vessels of the squadron in
Mirs Bay on the day of the declaration of war.

Even with the total amount thus sent, the whole
supply on hand when the ships went into action in
Manila Bay was inferior to the storage capacity of
their magazines and shell-rooms, being, according to
the calculation of the officers of the squadron, only
about sixty per cent of the full capacity. Authorita-
tive statements have been made to the effect that
the squadron was amply supplied with ammunition.
It was not even fully supplied, let alone having any
reserve.

Therefore, considering that I was operating seven
thousand miles from the nearest United States navy
yard, and considering the possibility of a prolonged
engagement with the Spanish squadron, such appre-
hensions as I had when we left Mirs Bay were not
confined entirely to the hazards of action. It is not
for me to criticise the department, but only to state
a fact and to repeat that there can be no neglect so
inexcusable as that which sends any modern squadron
into battle not only without its magazines and shell-
rooms filled, but without a large reserve of ammuni-
tion within reach. However, even if we had had
less ammunition, we should have gone into Manila
Bay; for such were our orders and such was the
only thing to do.